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Reading and Comprehension: 
 
1 
We were standing on the bridge, trying to catch some fish for supper when a 
small red plane flew almost directly above our heads. We could even see the 
pilot's face.  

"What on earth is he up to?" I asked. I felt rather annoyed.  
"I think he's in trouble," Jack said. "His engine is making a strange 

noise."  
"Well, we can't do anything, can we?" I said."We can't even phone from 

here."  
We were on a boating holiday and we were miles from the nearest town. 
"We can follow the plane down the river." Jack said.  
"Come on! Let's go!" I must admit I liked the idea.  
 
There weren't many fish in that part of the river and I was bored. We 

dropped our fishing lines and ran towards our boat. It lay under some bushes 
about a hundred yards down the river. Luckily the engine started almost at once 
and soon we were roaring down the river.  

"But can the pilot land here?" I asked Jack.  
He came to this part of the country for a holiday almost every year and he 

knew the area well.  
"There's a lake about fifteen miles down the river," Jack said. "If the pilot 

really is in trouble, hell probably try to land there." 
 
The river was already becoming wider. We went round a bend and there 

was the lake in front of us.  
"Can you see anything?" Jack asked. I looked across the lake. "No, 

absolutely nothing," I replied.  
"Wait a minute, though. There's something in the water, near that island 

in the middle." It was the small red plane!  
We raced across the take. By the time we reached the island, the pilot a 

very young woman! - was sitting on top of the plane.  
"Hi!" she called out to us. "Thanks for coming to help me. I'm sorry I 

disturbed you while you were fishing. Anyway, would you like some fish for 
supper?" She reached into the plane and pulled out a large fish,  

"There's plenty more in here!" she said, laughing. 
 

 
 
 
 



A. Find these words and phrases in the text: 
What ... is he up to?; in trouble; bored; wider; bend; raced; disturbed . 

     Now choose the right meaning, 
1. bigger        5. not interested 
2. went quickly    6. (the river was) not straight 
3. What is he trying to do?  7. having difficulties 
4. interrupted 
 

B. Choose the right answer. 
١.When the plane flew over their heads. Jack and his friend were:  

a) having supper  b) fishing  c) doing nothing 
٢. Jack said, "I think the pilot's in trouble" because:  

a) the plane was making a strange noise 
 b) they could see the pilot's face  
c) the plane was very low. 

٣. Jack knew the area well because:  
a) he had a boat   b) he often came there   c) he lived there 

٤. They saw the plane in the middle of:  
a) the lake  b) the island  c) the trees 

٥.When they reached the island, the pilot:  
a) was fishing b) was waiting for them  c) was swimming. 

 
C. Put these sentences in the correct order. 
١. The engine was making a strange noise. 
٢. Jack and his friend found the plane in the middle of the lake. 
٣. Jack and his friend were fishing. 
٤. The pilot was safe. 
٥. Jack and his friend went down the river in then boat. 
٦. Jack and his friend decided to follow the plane. 
٧. Jack and his friend came to a lake. 
٨. A plane flew over their heads. 
 
D Vocabulary practice. Complete these sentences, using these words 
  (admit , bend, directly, flew, island, wider, area , bored, disturb, holiday, noise) 

١. I'm sorry I made a lot of ... last night. I hope I didn't . . . you. 
٢. This is the first week of our . . . , so we don't know the ... very well yet. 
٣. What shall we do? Have you any ideas? I must . . . I'm feeling . . . ! 
٤. The valley is just round this .... You'll see it in a minutewhen the path 
gets .... 
٥. The house was on an . . . , in the middle of a lake, andwe ... almost . . . 
over it. 
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The two boys walked slowly across the valley. Then suddenly Fred stopped and 
sat down on a large stone.  

"It's no use," he said. "I can't go any further. I'm absolutely exhausted!" 
George looked at him for a minute.  
"Oh come on!" he said. "It's not very far now. Only five or six miles at  
the most." 
"Yes, but it's uphill most of the way," Fred said.  
He pointed to the path in front of them. It went straight up the side of the 

valley. George sat down too. For a while the two boys said nothing. Then Fred 
pointed to some trees about half a mile ahead. 

"There's a hut among those trees," he said. "Perhaps we can spend the 
night there." 

"I'll go and take a look," George said. He ran down the path towards the 
hut and vanished among the trees. Fred followed more slowly. 

"What's it like inside?" he asked when he reached the hut. 
"Not bad." George called back. "It feels a little damp, but there's some 

wood in one corner, so we can light a fire." 
The two boys cleaned out the hut and lit a fire. Then they had supper. 

They were both tired and they did not talk much. Before they went to bed, they 
put plenty of wood on the fire. George fell asleep almost at once, but Fred lay 
awake for a long time, watching the flames. Then he too fell asleep. Suddenly 
he was awake again. The fire was nearly out. He could hear noises outside. It 
sounded like voices. He woke up George. 

"It's only the wind," he grumbled. "Go to sleep again!" 
But it wasn't the wind! The voices came nearer until they were just 

outside the hut. The door opened and a light shone on their faces  
"They're here!" a voice called out.  
A policeman was standing in the doorway. He addressed the two boys.  
"You've given us a lot of trouble," he said. "We looked all over the valley 
for you two!" 
 

A.   Find these words in the text: 
` Exhausted; straight; ahead; hut; damp; addressed. 

Now choose the right meaning. 
1. small house  4 spoke to 
2. directly   5. in front 
3.very tired   6.wet 
 

B.  Choose the right answer. 
١. Fred wanted to stop, but George wanted to:  

a) go back  b) go on  c) talk. 



٢. The path in front of them was:  
a) long  b) easy  c)difficult. 

٣. The hoys lit a fire because: 
a) they could not see  b) the hut was damp  
c) they wanted to cook. 

٤. After supper, the boys:  
a) went to bed  b) sat and talked c) cleaned out the hut. 

٥. Fred woke up because:  
a) he heard a noise  b) he was afraid  c) he was cold. 

٦. The policeman who came to the hut:  
a) wanted to sleep there  b) was looking for the boys  
c) wanted to catch the boys. 
 

C.  Put these sentences in the correct order. 
١. The boys did not talk much. 
٢. The boys cleaned the hut out. 
٣. Fred watched the flames for a long time. 
٤. The hoys went to bed. 
٥. Fred fell asleep. 
٦. The boys found a hut among the trees. 
٧. The hoys had supper. 
٨. George fell asleep quickly. 
٩. The boys lit a fire. 
١٠. The boys put plenty of wood on the fire. 
 

D.  Vocabulary practice. Complete these sentences, using these words. 
(absolutely, at the most, damp, hut, path , valley, ahead, awake exhausted, 

noise, straight ) 
١. We lay ... for a long time, listening to the ... of the wind. 
٢. Most of the rooms were warm and dry, but my room felt a little .... 
٣. There's a small town not very far .... It's only two or three miles away... 
٤. Follow this . . . through the trees. It goes ... to the village. 
٥. Is that a house on the other side of the . . . ? No, it's too small. It's 
probably a .... 
٦. I went to bed early last night. I was ... . . . ! 
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It was already late when we set out for the next town, which according to the 
map was about fifteen miles away on the other side of the hills. There we felt 
sure that we would find a bed for the night. Darkness fell soon after we left the 
village, but luckily we met no one as we drove swiftly along the narrow 
winding road that led to the hills. As we climbed higher, it became colder and 
rain began to fall, making it difficult at times to see the road. I asked John, my 
companion, to drive more slowly. After we had travelled for about twenty 
miles, there was still no sign of the town which was marked on the map. We 
were beginning to get worried. Then, without warning, the car stopped. A quick 
examination showed that we had run out of petrol. Although we had little food 
with us, only a few biscuits and some chocolate, we decided to spend the night 
in the car. 
  
Our meal was soon over. I tried to go to sleep at once, but John, who was a poor 
sleeper, got out of the car after a few minutes and went for a walk up the hill. 
Soon he came running back. From the top of the hill he had seen, in the valley 
below, the lights of the town we were looking for. We at once unloaded all our 
luggage and, with a great effort, managed to push the car to the top of the hill. 
Then we went back for the luggage, loaded the car again and set off down the 
hill. In less than a quarter of an hour we were in the town, where we found a 
hotel quite easily. 
 
I Choose the best answer. 

a The travellers had a map but 
(i) they did not know how to use it 
(ii) it gave them the wrong information 
(iii) they could not see it very well in the dark 
(iv) the town they were looking for was not clearly marked 

b Their car stopped because 
(i) they had travelled more than twenty miles 
(ii) the petrol ran out of it 
(iii) there was no petrol left 
(iv) they were going uphill 
 

2 Answer the following questions briefly, in your own words as far as possible. 
Use one complete sentence for each answer. 

a. What did the travellers expect to find in the next town? 
b.  How long did it take them to reach the town after they set off down 

the hill? 
 
 



3.  Answer these questions, using only short form answers. 
a Was it dark when they left the village? 
b Did they push the car up the hill easily? 
 

4.  Complete the following sentences. Your answers must be related to the ideas 
contained in the passage. 

a The writer asked John to drive more slowly because . 
b John went for a walk because . 
c "……", said John, after he had run back to the car. 
d so that it would be easier to push it to the top of the hill. 
e They would have spent the night in the car if . 
 

5. Notice this sentence: 
They managed to push the car to the top of the hill. 

Manage(d) to + infinitive is a common way of describing 
achievement, something successfully done, often in spite of difficulties. 

 
Now rewrite these sentences, replacing the verbs in italics by managed to + 
infinitive. 

a My hat fell into the river, but I succeeded in getting it out. 
b In the end, after a long argument, we were able to persuade them. 
c He succeeded in passing his driving test, although he was a bad driver. 
d Were you 'able to find the book you wanted ? 
e How on earth did you succeed in finding out where I live? 
f They were able to put the fire out before the house burnt down. 
g No prisoner has ever succeeded in escaping from here. 
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While I was walking along the road the other day,  I happened to notice a small 
brown leather purse lying on the pavement. I picked it up and opened it to see if 
I could find out the owner's name. There was nothing inside it except some 
small change and a rather old photograph- a picture of a woman and a young 
girl about twelve years old, who looked like the woman's daughter. I put the 
photograph back and took the purse to the police station, where I handed it to 
the sergeant in charge. Before I left, the sergeant made a note of my name and 
address in case the owner of the purse wanted to write and thank me.  That 
evening I went to have dinner with an uncle and aunt of mine. They had also 
invited another person, a young woman, so that there would be four people at 
table. The young woman's face was familiar, but I could not remember where I 
had seen it. I was quite sure that we had not met before. In the course of 



conversation, however, the young woman happened to remark that she had lost 
her purse that afternoon. I at once remembered where I had seen her face. She 
was the young girl in the photograph, although she was now much older. Of 
course she was very surprised when I was able to describe her purse; to her. 
Then I explained that I had recognised her face from the photograph I had found 
in the purse. My uncle insisted on going round to the police station immediately 
to claim the purse. As the police sergeant handed it over, he said that it was a 
remarkable coincidence that I had found not only the purse but also the person 
who had lost it.  
 

1. Choose the best answer. 
a The purse which the writer found 

(i) was empty 
(ii) had some money in it 
(iii) had a few coins and a photograph in it 
(iv) had an old photograph in it 

b The writer recognised the young woman because 
 (i) he had met her somewhere before 
(ii) she was the woman in the photograph 
(iii) she often had dinner with his uncle and aunt 
(iv) she looked rather like the young girl in the photograph 
 

2. Answer the following questions briefly, in your own words as far as 
possible. Use one complete sentence for each answer. 
a Why did the sergeant make a note of the writer's name andaddress? 
b Where did they go to get the purse back? 
 

3. Answer these questions, using only short form answers. 
a Did the writer find the owner's name in the purse? 
b Was the young woman surprised when the writer described her purse? 
 

4. Complete the following sentences. Your answers must be related to the 
ideas contained in the passage. 

a When the writer opened the purse, he hoped . 
b The sergeant had a book, in which . 
c The young woman so that there would be four people at table. 
d The writer said: "There was a ··photograph in the purse. That is 

how …." 
e "Let's ," the writer's uncle insisted. 
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In the sixteenth century, an age of great marine and terrestrial exploration, 
Ferdinand Magellan led the first expedition to sail around the world. As a young 
Portuguese noble, he served the king of Portugal, but he became involved in the 
quagmire of political intrigue at court and lost the king's favour. After he was 
dismissed from service to the king of Portugal, he offered to serve the future 
Emperor Charles V of Spain.  

A papal decree of 1493 had assigned all land in the New World west of 
50 degrees W longitude to Spain and all the land east of that line to Portugal. 
Magellan offered to prove that the East Indies fell under Spanish authority. On 
September 20, 1519, Magellan set sail from Spain with five ships. More than a 
year later, one of these ships was exploring the topography of South America in 
search of a water route across the continent. This ship sank, but the remaining 
four ships searched along the southern peninsula of South America. Finally they 
found the passage they sought near a latitude of 50 degrees S. Magellan named 
this passage the Strait of All Saints, but today we know it as the Strait of 
Magellan.  

One ship deserted while in this passage and returned to Spain, so fewer 
sailors were privileged to gaze at that first panorama of the Pacific Ocean. 
Those who remained crossed the meridian we now call the International Date 
Line in the early spring of 1521 after ninety might days on the Pacific Ocean. 
During those long days at sea, many of Magellan's men died of starvation and 
disease. Later Magellan became involved in an insular conflict in the 
Philippines and was killed in a tribal battle. Only one ship and seventeen sailors 
under the command of the Basque navigator Elcano survived to complete the 
westward journey to Spain and thus prove once and for all that the world is 
round, with no precipice at the edge. 
 
1. The sixteenth century was an age of great ___exploration. 

A. cosmic  B. Land  C. Mental  D. common man  E. none  
 

2. Magellan lost the favour of the king of Portugal when he became involved in 
a political ___. 

A. entanglement B. Discussion C. Negotiation D. Problems 
 E. none of the above 
3. The Pope divided New World lands between Spain and Portugal according to 
their location on one side or the other of an imaginary geographical line 50 
degrees west of Greenwich that extends in a ___ direction. 

A. north and south   B. Crosswise C. Easterly D. south east
 E. north and west 
 



4. One of Magellan's ships explored the ___ of South America for a passage 
across the continent. 

A. coastline  B. mountain range  C. physical features 
 D. Islands  E. none of the above 
5. Four of the ships sought a passage along a southern ___. 

A. coast B. Inland C. body of land with water on three sides 
 D. Border E. answer not available 
6. The passage was found near 50 degrees S of ___. 

A. Greenwich B. The  equator C. Spain D. Portugal  
 E. Madrid 
7. In the spring of 1521, the ships crossed the ___ now called the International 
Date Line. 
` A. imaginary circle passing through the poles 

B. Imaginary line parallel to the equator 
C. area 
D. land mass 
E. answer not found in article 
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Marie Curie was one of the most accomplished scientists in the history. 
Together with her husband, Pierre, she discovered radium, an element widely 
used for treating cancer, and studied uranium and other radioactive substances. 
Pierre and Marie's amicable collaboration later helped to unlock the secrets of 
the atom.  

Marie was born in 1867 in Warsaw, Poland, where her father was a 
professor of physics. At the early age, she displayed a brilliant mind and a blithe 
personality. Her great exuberance for learning prompted her to continue with 
her studies after high school. She became disgruntled, however, when she 
learned that the university in Warsaw was closed to women. Determined to 
receive a higher education, she defiantly left Poland and in 1891 entered the 
Sorbonne, a French university, where she earned her master's degree and 
doctorate in physics. 

Marie was fortunate to have studied at the Sorbonne with some of the 
greatest scientists of her day, one of whom was Pierre Curie. Marie and Pierre 
were married in 1895 and spent many productive years working together in the 
physics laboratory. A short time after they discovered radium, Pierre was killed 
by a horse-drawn wagon in 1906. Marie was stunned by this horrible misfortune 
and endured heartbreaking anguish. Despondently she recalled their close 
relationship and the joy that they had shared in scientific research.  
The fact that she had two young daughters to raise by herself greatly increased 
her distress. Curie's feeling of desolation finally began to fade when she was 
asked to succeed her husband as a physics professor at the Sorbonne.  



She was the first woman to be given a professorship at the world-famous 
university. In 1911 she received the Nobel Prize in chemistry for isolating 
radium. Although Marie Curie eventually suffered a fatal illness from her long 
exposure to radium, she never became disillusioned about her work. Regardless 
of the consequences, she had dedicated herself to science and to revealing the 
mysteries of the physical world. 
 
1. The Curies' ____ collaboration helped to unlock the secrets of the atom. 

A. friendly  B. Competitive  C. Courteous D. Industrious E. chemistry 
2. Marie had a bright mind and a __personality. 

A. strong  B. Lighthearted  C. Humorous  D. Strange  E. envious 
3. When she learned that she could not attend the university in Warsaw, she 
felt___. 

A. hopeless  B. Annoyed  C. Depressed  D. Worried  E. none of the above 
4. Marie ___ by leaving Poland and traveling to France to enter the Sorbonne. 

A. challenged authority  B. showed intelligence  C. behaved 
D. was distressed    E. answer not available in article 

5. _____she remembered their joy together. 
A. Dejectedly  B. Worried  C. Tearfully D. Happily  E. Sorrowfully 

6. Her ____ began to fade when she returned to the Sorbonne to succeed her 
husband. 

A. misfortune  B. Anger   C. Wretchedness   D. Disappointment  
E. ambition 

7. Even though she became fatally ill from working with radium, Marie Curie 
was never ____. 

A. troubled   B. Worried   C. Disappointed  D. Sorrowful  E. Disturbed 
 
 

XXXXXX 
 


